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SHORESH OUTDOOR SCHOOL

Frequently Asked Questions

What does Jewish outdoor education look like at the Shoresh Outdoor School?
The Shoresh Outdoor School is designed to bridge Jewish learning with hands-on,
nature-based activities. Through time spent in the great outdoors, students will explore
Jewish holidays and cycles, mitzvot and rituals, and ethical teachings, while being
active, building community, and experiencing moments of deep nature connection. Our
daily schedule is based on the FLOW Learning Model designed by acclaimed
environmental educator Joseph Cornell, allowing our educators to provide structure
while following the natural interests and passions of our students.

What is Jewish Pluralism?

The Shoresh Outdoor School is a pluralistic program that welcomes Jews of all different
backgrounds and affiliations. While learning about Jewish ethical teachings, holidays
celebrations, rituals, and prayer, we will be open to the many different ways that our
community members interpret these traditions and how they choose to live and learn
“Jewishly.” As well, we create space for honouring the other cultural, religious, and
spiritual identities that participants may be bringing to our programs.

Why do Jewish Education outdoors?
Please read our blog posts on Why We're Starting the Shoresh Outdoor School and
why we think it's important to Take Jewish Education Outdoors.

Who are the staff?

The Shoresh Outdoor School is staffed by an allstar team of educators! All staff have
undergone hands-on training in outdoor Jewish environmental education and are truly
gifted at communicating the awe and wonder they experience relating to the natural
world. At the Shoresh Outdoor School, our staff:child ratio is 1:6. All staff are first aid
trained and certified.

What happens in the event of rain or inclement weather?
Please note that the Shoresh Outdoor School is strictly an outdoor program. We will
NOT have an indoor programming space on site. As such, children should be dressed


https://www.sharingnature.com/flow-learning.html
https://shoresh.ca/why-were-starting-the-shoresh-outdoor-school/
https://shoresh.ca/why-take-jewish-education-outdoors/

% SHORESH

CANADIAN SOIL « JEWISH ROOTS

in full rain gear and/or lots of warm layers so that they can comfortably be outside for
the full duration of the program.

In the event of rain, our educators will make use of naturally sheltered areas in the
ravine.

In the event of extreme weather, such as lightning storms, extreme cold alerts, or any
other situation that the Shoresh staff deem unsafe for Shoresh Outdoor School staff and
participants to be outside, the program will be rescheduled.

What should students bring with them each day?

Healthy, litterless snacks

A full water bottle!!!

Closed-toed shoes, ideally somewhat waterproof for muddy days

Raincoat, rain pants, rubber boots and/or snow pants, winter coats, hats, mittens,
winter boots

Medications, inhalers, epipens, etc.

Small backpack

Hand sanitizer

*Please remember that the Shoresh Outdoor School is an outdoor nature program and
your child will be spending time playing outside, rain or shine. Please dress your child in
weather-appropriate clothing that can get dirty.

Is there a washroom on site?

There are public washrooms available in most of our programming spaces. AND,
washrooms in parks and ravines are not always open. We ask that you ensure
participants have used the washroom before meeting up with their Shoresh educators.

How are ensuring everyone’s health and safety in the age of COVID-19?

In order to ensure the health and safety of Shoresh Outdoor School students, staff, and
their families, we are following the city of Toronto’s guidelines for after school programs
and will update you if there are any changes. We are grateful for your support and
patience as we work together to keep our community healthy and safe, at the same time
as continuing our educational programs.

While participating in Shoresh Outdoor School:


https://files.ontario.ca/edu-before-and-after-school-programs-guide-en-2021-09-16.pdf
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e Participants and educators are encouraged to wear face masks when inside
public washrooms and during drop-off and pick-up

e Parents/guardians are encouraged to wear a mask when dropping off and
picking up their children

e Participants will be washing or sanitizing hands before eating

What if we need to miss a program because of illness? What if the Shoresh
Outdoor School must shut down due to COVID-19?

Click here to read our cancellation policy.

What is your vaccination policy?

We do not have a vaccination requirement for Shoresh programs. We encourage all
staff, volunteers, and participants who are eligible and able to safely receive the COVID
vaccine, ensure they are up to date on their boosters.

Are program subsidies available?

We are grateful to be able to provide financial scholarships through the Howard Malach
Legacy Fund For Jewish Nature Connection. To apply to this fund, please register and
select the Howard Malach Legacy Fund option. You will be asked to pay an $18 deposit
and then let us know what amount your family is able to afford.

Wait! | still have more questions!
Not a problem! Please contact Shalva or call our office at 416-805-8382.



https://shoresh.ca/shoresh-outdoor-school-cancelation-policy-updated-june-2025-docx/
https://shoresh.ca/howard-malach-legacy-fund-for-jewish-nature-connection/
https://shoresh.ca/howard-malach-legacy-fund-for-jewish-nature-connection/
https://shoresh.campbrainregistration.com/
mailto:shalva@shoresh.ca
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