seeds of a better world will soon sprout
a small garden on the grounds of the

mlﬂmh Community Campus in
at, says Risa Alyson Strauss, is the hope
idea behind the 15-by-25-metre Kava-
Organic Community Teaching Garden,
a May opening.
‘re seeking to actively engage com-
m@ﬂ!ﬂﬂs in Tikkun Olam, which is the
5  understanding of repairing the world,”
‘ s program director said last week.
e of the garden, Kavanah, is Hebrew
n. Our goal is to get people acting
fer intention, greater awareness.
‘way that we’re going to do that is by
ograms that are hands on, transfor-
are rooted in Jewish ecologi-
teachings.”
operating in partnership with
of the Cutting Veg Organic

plant 1t, NOW YOU NAVE 1O NATVesL 1L, e daiu.
“For example, one of the laws that we're
going to be honouring and teaching at the
Kavanah Garden is the law of peia, which
is the commandment to leave the comers of
your field untouched so that those in your
community who need to can come and har-
vest for themselves.” .

Because of modern considerations and the
urban setting, the peia corer of the garden
won't be open to those in need, not exactly.
The food grown there will be given to a local
social service organization, Strauss said.

“It’s like a modern twist on a biblical teach-
ing,” she said.

The intensive work of getting the garden
ready for planting will begin in earnest in the
coming days, Strauss said.

“We’re building a greenhouse (soon),” she
said. “April will be manual labour month.

A variety of in-ground beds will consist of

organic vegetables, fruits, herbs, wildflowers

and different species of grains.
A couple of wheelchair-accessible plant-
ing beds, a compost demonstration site and a
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READY TO GROW: An Organic Community Teaching Garden is set to sprout at the Leb-
ovic Jewish Community Campus, says garden program director Risa Alyson Strauss.

rainwater catchment system will also feature
in the garden’s design, Strauss said.

“The intention is to start planning and host-
ing school groups, congregational groups,
volunteer groups, youth groups, everybody,
come May,” she said. “We’re also going to
have open times: it’s looking like starting in
May, every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon
the garden will be open for our community
members to come and look and learn a little

. hits w'fs“gojng on, and then the rest of

The garden is being supported in its first
year through grants received from Environ-
ment Canada’s EcoAction ity Fund-
ing Program, the Ontario Trillium F
tion, Walmart — Evergreen Green Grant
the Shell Environmental Fund, she said.

Anyone interested in leaming
the garden, Strauss said, is welee
her at 416-805-8382 or risa@tora
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